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were appointed to all the city schools. These were men and
women who had gone through a special course of training
in pedology, although few, if any of them, had had a
teacher's training or experience. They "tested" the chil-
dren on entry to school, classified them into A, B, G,
and D, and continued this testing at intervals throughout
the school career. They supplemented these tests with
questionnaires, school records, and investigations into home
conditions. The pedologists attached to the Central House of
Children's Art., for instance, carried out tests to discover the
reaction of children to different films and plays. From what
I was told, I gather that a good many of these pedologists
were insufficiently trained; the tests they made up them-
selves were not as carefully worked out as such tests should
be; and the fact that the teachers, who knew their children,
were allowed no pan in the classification, led to considerable
dissatisfaction. Numbers of children classed as "retarded"
and "difficult" were removed from the schools, and put in
special schools, where it was hoped to counteract the effect
of a bad home environment and of a rigid school discipline.
To allow such methods to be used except in co-operation
and close contact with the teachers was of course, asking
for trouble, and doubtless many mistakes were made. The
pedologists, however, were probably trying to mitigate the
uniformity of the school system, by removing for special
attention children who, for one reason or another, did not
fit into the prescribed groove. But what brought the matter
into the realm of politics was the discovery that, numerically,
most of the children who were classed as "backward" "were
the children of proletarian origin, and that many of those
classed as abnormally able and therefore in need of special
attention, were those of bourgeois origin. The following
decree signed on behalf of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party, and having the force of law, was issued.
DECREE
On the Pedological Aberrations in the Systems of the Peoples
Commissariats far Education
Decree of the Central Committee of the Communist Party
The Central Committee of the Communist Party states
that the  People's   Commissariat  for  Education  in  the
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